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This course is designed to survey and discuss the political and institutional
factors underlying cross—national variation in economic performance, The

course is structured around the following issues:
so much in their level of economic development?;

(1) why do countries differ
(2) what determines

different levels of public spending and politically enforced redistribution?;
(3) in what ways does the international economy shape state autonomy and
the size of welfare states?; and (4) what is the impact of elections, parties
and domestic institutions on the management of the economy?
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facts in CPE,

The course is designed to give students both the
factual and the theoretical background needed to
produce original scholarship on these questions. As a
result (unlike most graduate seminars), this course
will devote some time to developing a rich
knowledge of empirical facts about CPE; students
will read and view some works that will familiarize
them with important real-world developments and
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