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This course is to familiarize students with the main ongoing problems,
issues, and debates about social policy in our society. Discussions of social
policies often arouse strong passions. Arguments about social policies are
often carried out on a high level of abstraction, with little attention to the
data on what the problems are, what has been tried, and whether past
policies have been effective, Conversely, much of the academic literature
avoids any direct discussion of wvalues, politics, or morality. This course will
attempt to integrate both types of analysis to get the benefits of each.
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