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Much of Greek learning was assimilated by the nascent Roman state as it
expanded outward from Italy, taking advantage of its enemies' inability to
unite: the only challenge to Roman ascent came from the Phoenician colony
boo of Carthage, and its defeats in the three Punic Wars marked the start
of Roman hegemony. First governed by Kkings, then as a senatorial republic
(the Roman Republic), Rome finally became an empire at the end of the 1st
century BC, under Augustus and his authoritarian successors.
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