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The course aims to help students appreciate American literature through the
exploration and discussion of some major literary works as well as certain
important cultural movements, Throughout the year, we will address

How does the American landscape shape American identity?
How do Americans negotiate between wilderness and clearing, individual
desire and communal responsibility? What are the dominant American
2 A

ideologies? And how are gender, race, and class constructed in America?
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guided discussion, students
are expected to: 1) probe
into the correlations between
a text and its cultural
contexts; 2) recognize and
make use of some techniques
of literary analysis; 3)
develop a sophisticated ability
to read literature and popular
culture in general
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Norton Anthology, Shorter 8th ed.
I
TEEy Gray, Richard. A History of American Literature, Oxford: Blackwell: 2004,
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