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this seminar we read sf short stories and related criticism, focusing on
contemporary fiction and research topics, beginning with an exploration of
how to define science fiction, the relationship of technology and culture,
daily life, and change,
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Course topic: contemporary science fiction short stories & X #A}4742 & 4 3. In
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1 |See below, To provide a forum for C3 ABCDEFGH
students to develop their
scholarship using
course—related issues,

2 |See below. To introduce important 2 ABCDEFGH
philosophical, critical and
literary writings that enable
graduate students to
articulate problems of cultural
geography in relation to
American poetry,
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1OL/05710 Introduction to course, Alain Badiou's recent work as

101/09/16 o . . M
critical frame for reading sf literature and criticism,

131;22;;; Definitions of what we now call "science fiction":
Adam Roberts, "Defining Science Fiction," Science
Fiction; Damien Broderick, Reading by Starlight:
Postmodern Science Fiction; Ken Liu, "Intelligent
Design'

101/09/24~ ) . L. .

101/09/30 Understandmg science 1f1ct10r1 after Darko Suvin (or:
from Marxist structuralism to Marx afer
postmodernism); Suvin; Parrinder; China Miéville,
"An End to Hunger"

101/10/01~ ) ] . )

101/10/07 John R1ed§r, On Denning SF, or Not: Gpnre Theory,
SF, and History'; Nancy Kress's "Exegesis"

12122;3 Sherryl Vint, "Species and Species—being"; Terry
Bisson, "Bears Discover Fire"; James Patrick Kelley,
“Rat"

101/10/15~ ) . .

L01/10/91 Ray Kurtzweﬂ, 'The Slpgulanty Is Near; S‘geven
Shaviro, "The Singularity Is Near"; Ted Chiang,
"Understand"

101/10/22~ ; .

L01/10/98 Robert P, Fletchgr, The Hack_er and'the Hawker:
Networked Identity in the Science Fiction and
Blogging of Cory Doctorow"; Cory Doctorow,
“Printcrime”

101/10/29~ ) ) . . . .

L01/11/04 Al in SF: Mlchael. Stanwick, "Steadfast Castl.e ; Brian
Stableford, "The Highway Code"; Laurel Bollinger,
"Symbiogenesis, Selfhood, and Science Fiction"




9 12121;(1)? Melissa Colleen Stevenson, "Trying to Plug In:
Posthuman Cyborgs and the Search for Connection";
Connie Willis, "Even the Queen"
101/11/12~ .
10 L0L/11/18 Reading week
11 1212122 Amanda Thibodeau, "Alien Bodies and a Queer
Future: Sexual Revision in Octavia Butler's
'Bloodchild' and James Tiptree, Jr.s 'With Delicate
Mad Hands"”; Octavia Butler, “Bloodchild”
12 1212;32 Queer SF--cross—genre writing: Samuel Delany,
"Through the Valley of the Nest of Spiders" (Short
story, 2007; novel also in print, 2011); review of
novel by Steven Shaviro; Damien Broderick, Reading
by Starlight: Postmodern Science Fiction
13 1212;;23 SF satire/postmodern play —- Michael Swanwick,
"Dog Said Bow-Wow"; De Witt Douglas Kilgore,
"Difference Engine: Aliens, Robots, and Other Racial
Matters in the History of Science Fiction"
14| 7% | Philip K. Dick, "We Can Build It For You' (first
half); Frederic Jameson, from Archaeologies of the
Future
101/12/17~ . . ; . .
15| L 01/19/93 Philip K. Dick, "We Can Build It For You" (second
half); Damien Broderick, Reading by Starlight:
Postmodern Science Fiction ("Making Up Worlds")
16| L1 Focus on hard sf: Ted Chiang: "Exhalation"; "Story
101/12/30 e
of Your Life
17 12;3;2; Paolo Bacigalupi, "The Calorie Man"; Andrew
Hageman, "The Challenge of Imagining Ecological
Futures: Paolo Bacigalupi's The Windup Girl"
102/01/07~ L
18 102/01/13 Writing week
o Course Requirements: Continuing participation in class discussion by asking
2k questions and sharing thoughts. Attendance is mandatory; three or more
IR E318 | unexcused absences automatically results in a failing grade (how can one be
given credit for attending a seminar not attended?). For each class one
student will act as moderator, introducing the topic and readings of the day,
and leading discussion, For each class each student will be asked for
comments on the day's readings. Seminar papers should be at very least
4,000 words, including a “Works Cited” section and proper MLA in-text
citations or Chicago footnote style throughout. Students should pursue topics
of personal interest, Usually a particular writer is studied in depth. Two
options are open for the final project: (1) Produce one well-researched
paper on a contemporary sf writer we have read (or one approved by the
instructor); or (2) Students may opt to translate a non—-English language
short story from into English, providing a lengthy introduction which
situates the story within the history of sf literature(s) as you have learned
in our course, (For ideas, perhaps see #}47# 3, or any Japanese or
European print or webzines,)
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Course handbooks will be available at copy center (TianKuei)
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