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Violence in Central America has grown so much in the last half decade, the
violence is mostly due to the phenomenon of street gangs, also translated as
“pandillas” or most often like “Maras’. They have grown in number,
sophistication, and stature and have largely overwhelmed the security forces
of Central America’s fledgling democracies, Altogether, these Maras represent
a significant threat to the security of the countries in the region. This
course plans to study the similarities, differences and root causes of the
Maras that have emerged in Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua,
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