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In this survey of science fiction film we view films and clips from films to
analyze cultural antagonisms reflected in the films, social issues defining the
period. Essays on science fiction and related film theory will be studied and
made available in a course handbook. The focus of the course will be on
issues in science fiction as a genre and historically, with emphasis on
explorations of the effects of technology on the individual and society;
post—apocalyptic films; visions of the future in film and TV; and narrative
patterns in SF films,
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1| A2 EE To learn to analyze the C5 ABCDE
conventions used in science
fiction films and to recognize
the subtexts,

2| B MERBELERFER To become critical of media C5 ABCDE
in general, understand the
ideological uses of film and
television in our societies,

3|4mE — kS, B M SFER | To write an original critique 6 ABCDE
comparing two SF films not
covered in the class,
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p P43z n % (Subject/Topics) % ir
100/09/05~ . . ) Co ) .
Introduction, Overview of history of SF (Sci—Fi) film | Various reading
100/09/11 . :
assignments will be
announced in class
and made available in
a course handbook or
online,
2 132;2222 Robots and Cyborg Dystopias: Have read: Isaac
Asimov, from I, Robot (1950). View films/clips: I,
Robot (2004), Bicentennial Man (1999), Wall-e
(2008)
122;22;;2 Science and Science Fiction Issues Facing Us Today:
Where might genetic engineering lead?
Preview/clips: Gattaca +4#—% (1997)
4 132;?3%2 Capitalism and Technology: Philip K, Dick, from Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Clips from Blade
Runner (1982)
100/10/03~ ) e . L
5 100/10/09 Science Fiction as Ideological Critique and Allegory:
View clips from various Invasion of the Body
Snatchers films (1956 and 1978), other films,
6| \ionins | Cyberpunk: View: The Matrix (Bi%£%, film, 1999)
7 13222;;; What is the posthugnan? The“ singularityy? Have
read: Vernor Vinge's essay, Singularity (1993)
View clips: The Terminator (1984), Terminator:
The Sarah Connor Chronicles (TV series,
2008-2009)




100/10/24~ .
8 100/10/30 Alien Slime: The Alien series of films, Read: ZizZek,
Lacanian interpretation of Alien (excerpts). View
film: Alien (1979)
100/10/31~ .
?| 100/11/06 At
100/11/07~
10 L00/11/13 Discussion of final papers. A look at clips from
various films from the 1950s and 1960s
100/11/14~
11 L00/11/90 Environmental Issues in SF Film View clips: Silent
Running (1972) and Soylent Green (1973), others
100/11/21~ o
12| o0/11/97 War and Colonialism: Avatar (2009), others
100/11/28~
13| oo/12/04 The Star Trek Future(s): View clips from TV series
and recent film: Star Trek (2009)
100/12/05~
14 L00/19/11 Gender Dystopias: Margaret Atwood, from The ’
Handmaid's Tale (1985) View clips: The Handmaid's
Tale (1990), The Stepford Wives (1975)
100/12/12~
15 100/19/18 Gendered SF: View clips: A Boy and his Dog
(1975), Barbarella (1968), others
100/12/19~ ; . ) .
16 100/12/95 A look at "the end of the world" in various SF films
100/12/26~
17 L0L/0L/01 The Reshaping of SF Film in the late 1970s: View
clips: Star Wars (1977), others
101/01/02~ .
81 101/01/08 WAAHB

) Please note that most class materials and all the exams are in English;

i ok when possible, Chinese translations of SF literature will be made available to
AREIE students to facilitate comprehension,

Note: There are no make—-up exams in this course; both exams are during
midterm and finals weeks., Be sure to include Chinese name and student
number on exams and paper (presented at end of semester). Papers carefully
written in the student's voice receive high scores, Always provide citations
for your sources and include a “Works Cited” page at the end of your
papers.
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